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[0050] (Embodiment 3) Hereinafter, a third embodiment of 

the present invention will be described with reference to the 
drawings . 

[0051] In FIG. 15, component elements having same 

functions as those of component elements of FIG. 1 are denoted 
by same reference numerals as those used for the component 
elements of FIG. 1, and detailed descriptions thereof will be 
omitted . 

[0052] In FIG. 15, 154 is moving picture information image 

generation means which reads, from the map information storage 
means 11, map data corresponding to a display range determined 
by the display range determination means 12, and generates a 
moving picture information image. Screen display generation 
means 155 generates a screen display by combining a map image 
generated by the map image generation means 13 and the moving 
picture information image generated by the moving picture 
information image generation means 154. 

[0053] With reference to FIG. 16, operations performed in 

the above configuration will be described. First, at step 161, 
the driver selects either "'normal map display mode" or ""moving 
picture information image map display mode". As a result, a 
display mode for providing a normal map display or moving 
picture information image map display is set. 

[0054] Next, the same processes as those of the above first 

embodiment are performed at step 22 to step 24. FIG. 17 shows 
a generated map image. 

[0055] Then, at step 165, the display mode is determined. 

Here, if ""moving picture information image display mode" is 
currently selected, the process proceeds to step 166, and if 
"'normal map display mode" is currently selected, the process 
proceeds to step 167. 

[0056] At step 166, the moving picture information image 

generation means 154 having a moving picture information image 
database generates a moving picture information image 
corresponding to information attached to a road map. 

[0057] FIG- 18 shows an exemplary moving picture 
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information image database. In FIG. 18, 181 are information 
type codes with which to categorize, by type, pieces of 
information present on the map. 182 shows stored 

frame-by-frame images of image information corresponding to the 
information type codes of 181. 

[0058] For example, in the case of information type code 

of'C1870, a moving picture of a batter, which represents a 
ballpark, is read. 

[0059] Thus, when attached information, which is made up 

of an information type code, a location on the map, an 
information content and the like, is read from the map 
information storage means 11, a moving picture information 
image 182 corresponding to the information type code 181 is 
further read from the moving picture information image database, 
and a moving picture information display image together with 
an information content is generated on a corresponding point 
on the map. FIG. 19 shows an exemplary moving picture 
information display image to be generated. 

[0060] Next, at step 167, the map image generated at step 

24 and the moving picture information display image generated 
at step 166 are combined by the screen display generation means 
155, and thus the screen display is generated. 

[0061] FIG. 20 shows a moving picture information image 

displaying map as a result of the above combination. In FIG. 
20, the frame-by-frame images of the moving picture information 
display image as shown in FIG. 18 are sequentially displayed 
so as to be displayed as a moving picture. 

[0062] Here, in the case where existing map information 

and a moving picture information image are both present for same 
map information, only moving picture map information is 
displayed so as to prevent, in a same manner as that of the above 
first embodiment, the existing map information and moving 
picture information image from being doubly displayed, thereby 
preventing the screen display from being disarrayed. 
[0063] If it is determined at step 165 that the "normal 

map display mode" is currently selected, the moving picture 



Partial Translation of Japanese Laid-Open Patent Publication 
NO.H08-115493 



information display image is not generated, and only the map 
image generated at step 24 is outputted as the screen display. 
[0064] Next, at step 28, the screen display generated at 

step 167 is displayed by the screen display means 16, and then 
the process returns to step 22. 

[0065] As described above, in the present embodiment, the 

information attached to the road map is displayed as a landmark 
in a moving manner. This allows the landmark to be readily 
distinguished from other information displayed in a stationary 
manner, and also allows a moving picture information display 
map, which allows a driver to easily recognize information 
contents thereof, to be displayed. This makes it possible to 
reduce a time during which the driver gazes at the screen, 
thereby reducing a burden on the driver during driving. 
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